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OCEANIC ART FROM SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY-
EDWARDSVILLE 
• through June 1, Brainard Gallery 
STUDENT RECITAL: 
, • May 2, 7:30pm 
15TH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION 
• May 3- June 8, Main Galleries 
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL AUDITIONS 
• May 3, 9am-4pm 
DOCENT MEETING 
• May 5, lOam-noon 
RECEPTION & AWARDS PRESENTATION: 15TH ANNUAL INTERNA-
TIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION 
• May 18, reception 1:30-4pm; awards presented at 2pm and 3pm 
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL 
• May 19, 7pm 
RECITAL: THE STUDENTS OF TERRY COULTON 
• May 27, 4pm 
CULTIVATING CREATIVITY: YOUNG PEOPLE'S ART FROM AREA 
SCHOOLS - 1997 
MAY EXHIBIT TOUR SITES 
• through May 12, Citizens National Bank, Paris 
• May 12- 29, 1st National Bank Of Chrisman, Chrisman 
• May 29- June 17, Newman Township Library, Newman 
OCEANIC ART FROM SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY-
EDWARDSVILLE 
-through June 1, Brainard Gallery 
This exhibition surveys a number of South Pacific cultures from the geo-
graphic regions of Micronesia, Melanesia, and Polynesia. These cultures 
date from as early as 100,000 years ago, with the last great movement of 
pre-Europeans beginning around 3000 B.C. The first European contact 
made was in the late 1700s, and Oceanic "curiosities" were gathered as 
souvenirs. Little was written to document these peoples, or the cultural 
significance of the artifacts, until more contemporary collectors and 
scholars began to take an interest in identifying the specific uses of the 
objects. The artifacts are a part of the rich ceremonial life practiced by the 
peoples of Oceania, a way of life that is rapidly diminishing. 
The exhibition includes: 
• masks, personal adornment, shields, staffs, figures, and weaponry, pri-
marily from New Guinea and the surrounding islands 
• examples of Australian Aboriginal art, including an 18th century dance 
club, the oldest piece in the show 
• a Maori figure from New Zealand 
• food service articles from Polynesian peoples 
• a rare Santa Cruz Islands feather money belt, produced circa 1930 
• two large ritual figures of fernwood and clay from New Hebrides. 
The objects come from cultures and people whose religious beliefs are 
incorporated into every aspect of life. Virtually every art work con-
tributes to a rich ceremonial life, and many speak to the power of the spir-
it world. The objects come from the collections of Dr. Martha Ehrlich, 
professor of Art History at SIU-Edwardsville; scholar and world traveler 
Robert Luken; and from the Milton K. Harrington and Sumiko Kniffel 
Collections of The University Museum, SIU-Edwardsville. Area schools 
are encouraged to tour the exhibition. 
15TH INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION 
-May 3-June 8, Main Galleries 
This exhibition features two- and three-dimensional art by . 
in grades K-12 along with children's art from ·· 
through the efforts of Roberto Vizcaino, Principal of 
Naleb. This annual exhibition provides an opportunity tor::an:~· 
ers to showcase their programs, and to view art by children from other 
countries. 
A record twenty-seven schools are participating in this year's exhibition. 
The Charleston Community Unit #1 schools participating are: Ashmore, 
Carl Sandburg, Jefferson, Lema, Lincoln, and Mark Twain Elementary 
Schools, and Charleston Junior and Senior High Schools. 
Other area schools participating are: Arcola Elementary School; Arthur 
Elementary School; Central A&M District #2; Chrisman Unit #6 Schools; 
Coles County Christian School; Crestwood Grade and Junior High 
School, Paris; Effingham High School; Kansas Unit #3 Schools; 
Martinsville Unit C-3 Schools; Mattoon Unit #2 Schools; Sacred Heart 
Grade School, Effingham; St. Mary's School, Mattoon; Shelbyville Unit #4 
Schools; Shiloh Unit #1 Schools; Stewardson-Strasburg Unit SA Schools; 
Sullivan High School; and Windsor Unit #1 Schools. 
This exhibition is organized in cooperation with the Charleston Unit #1 
Art teachers. 
EIU STUDENT RECITAL: JAMES HATHAWAY, TUBA 
-May 2, 7:30pm 
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL AUDITIONS 
-May 3, 9am-4pm 
A panel will select the students from area music teachers to perform for 
this annual recital. 
DOCENT MEETING 
-May 5, lOam-noon 
The final meeting of the 1996/97 academic year will consist of tours of the 
15th International Children's Exhibition and Oceanic Art. Docent schedul-
ing for tours of the International Children's Exhibition will take place as 
well. The meeting is open to the general public, and persons interested 
in learning more about the Tarble Arts Center's Docent Education 
Program are encouraged to attend. 
RECEPTION & AWARDS PRESENTATION: 15TH ANNUAL INTERNA-
TIONAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION 
-May 18, 1:30-4pm 
The reception will include two awards presentations: the Charleston 
Community Unit #1 schools awards ceremony will start at 2pm, and the 
awards ceremony for all other schools will start at 3pm. 
COLES COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL HONORS RECITAL 
-May18,7pm 
This annual recital serves as a showcase of the outstanding students from 
area music teachers; sponsored by the Coles County Arts Council. 
RECITAL: THE STUDENTS OF TERRY COULTON 
-May27,4pm 
The Spring 1997 Fifth Grade Enrichment Program, focusing 
Art, begins on May 6th and continues through May 22nd. The program 
includes a guided tour of the exhibition, followed by a paJDer: mas)'-rrta 
ing workshop in the Tarble classroom. The objectives of 
to introduce children to a number of different Oceanic cUltur'es?thrOl 
their art, and to give participants the opportunity 
inspired by designs used in a number of masks represented in the exhi-
bition. Ms. Bridget Scales will assist me in presenting the program to 
approximately 275 students from 6 area schools. Bridget was an 
Education intern at the Tarble last fall, and will graduate from Eastern in 
May with a degree in Art with Teacher Certification. Schools participat-
ing in this year's program include Franklin School, Mattoon; Jefferson 
Elementary, Charleston; Lake Crest School, Oakland; Redmon 
Elementary, Paris; St. Mary's School, Mattoon; and Villa Grove Grade 
School. This program is offered free of charge annually to area fifth grade 
classroom teachers and their students. 
In closing, I would like to thank all of the individuals that made the 1997 
Arts-In-Education Residency a success. First, to Artist-In-Residence 
Nancy Vachon, whose energy and enthusiasm for sharing her skills in 
book arts and paper making inspired all of us who worked with her. 
Thanks also to Pat Mahler and Jamie Willis, who served as guest artists 
at Charleston Junior and Senior High Schools. Additionally, I would like 
to thank David Danner, Dana Deffenbaugh, Sue Goodpaster, Toni 
Satterfield, and Jan Wetzel, who coordinated the residency activities at 
their schools. This residency was made possible through support from 
the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency; the Tarble Arts Center; Central 
A&M High School, Moweaqua; Charleston High School; the Coles 
County Arts Council; and Mattoon Junior High School. 
-Kit Morice 
We have changed the newsletter design. Starting with this issue we are 
initiating changes to make the newsletter more "user friendly" through 
design changes created by graphic design intern Ben Dybas and recom-
mendations from the Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board. The new 
design should be easier to read, make dates and times of scheduled 
events more prominent, and be more visually appealing. Editorially, the 
only section removed is "New and Renewed Members"- the listing of 
all members will be made once or twice a year beginning with the month 
(or months) to be determined. Members' comments about the newly 
designed newsletter are welcomed -let us know what you think of the 
changes. Thanks to Ben for his work on this and other Tarble publica-
tions during spring semester. And thanks also to the Advisory Board. 
The Tarble Arts Center is one of the first departments at Eastern to receive 
the new telephone equipment that is being installed throughout campus. 
If you call and we have trouble transferring calls please be patient- it is 
taking awhile for the staff to learn the new system and to "work the kinks 
out." 
In writing the April newsletter I mistakenly listed John Anderson as 
John Armstrong in the description of the 1997 Graduate Art Exhibition. 
My apologies to John. He is a person (and artist) in his own right, not 
to be confused with the Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board's secretary 
John Armstrong. 
- Michael Wattts 
Works by Area Artists from the Collection • June 14- August 10 
Theatre Poster Collection Selections • June 14- August 10 
EIU Annuitants Meeting/Recital • June 13, 9-11:30am 
1997 Leadership Camp Workshop • June 24- 27, 2-4pm 
~~ft/}~ 
Works based on folk arts make up the selection of new objects available 
in the Gift Shop. framed, hand-made embossed paper works based on 
folk art designs by Jeri Baird/Homespun Papers; mbiras (thumb pianos) 
based on a West African folk instrument by Brad Darr /Mbira USA; 
turned wooden bowl/ desk trays of native woods by Frank Hedges/ 
Oak Knoll Farm. These are just a few of the many original art and fine 
craft items by area artists available for purchase. A percentage of all 
sales go in support of Tarble Arts Center programs, and Tarb1e members 
receive a 10% discount on all purchases. 
Tarble Arts Center Staff: 
Michael Watts, Director Kit Morice, Curator of Education 
David Pooley, Registrar Fran Wittenberg, Secretary 
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities 
Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers: 
Jon Laible, President Therese Supple Kincade, Vice President 
John Armstrong, Secretary 
Open Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.-Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 1-4pm Sun., or by appoint-
ment; closed Mondays and holidays 
Admission: Admission is free except as noted 
Location: South 9th Street at Cleveland Avenue on the Eastern Illinois 
University campus, Charleston 
For Information telephone: 217/581-2787The Tarble Arts Center is partially 
supported by Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the Illinois 
Arts Council, a state agency. 
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